UP sugar mills
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aten to stop

“‘cane crushing
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New  Delhi:
it Majority of pri-
vate sugar pro-
ducers in Uttar
Pradesh may
suspend cane
: 4 crushing next
i season startmg October un-
i lessthestate governmentlinks
i canepricestosugarrates.

: Representatives of about
: 95 sugar mills from the state
i saidif thecrisisisnotresolved
within a month, production
will be badly hit. Millers said
cane pnm must be linked to
¢ sugarprices, asrecommended
{ by a government committee
: and aecepted by other key pro-
i ducing states like Maharash-
i traandKarnataka.

i Alleging that the state gov-
i ernment has taken no steps to
: fulfill assurances made to the
! industryduring thelast crush-
¢ ingseason, the UP Sugar Mills
¢ Association (UPSMA) said the
: government was instead tar-
;' geting millers, filing criminal
cases against them and their
senior functionaries.

: “The repair and mainte-
: nance work would be stopped

3 henceforth and staff with-

\ drawn. Individual mills would

also be submitting their no-
tices to the state government

hereafter. How can you expect

the senior staff to work when
theyareunder constantfear of
getting picked up by local po-
lice?” oneof themillersasked.

The promises that the state
government had made last
year included constitution of a
committee to recommend ara-
tional cane pricing formula by
April, financial assistance of
Rs9aquintalof caneandastay
on all coercive action by the
governmentonmillstocompel
payment of arrears. But, they
alleged while the state had not
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communicated them anything
sofar, the Akhilesh Yadav gov-
ernment has issued notices to
52sugarmillsfornotpayingar-
rears to cane farmers and has
lodged about 800 FIRs against
promoters, senior manage-
mentstaff and others.

Private millers in the state
owe about Rs 5,200 crore ar-
rears tofarmers for the season
ending September UPSMA
president Chand Bihari Pato-
dia said this amount will in-
crease if cane pricing is
not linked to market rates fo
sugar.
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