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: New Delhi: The Central Pol-
¢ lution Control Board’s guide-
: linesfor the continuous emis-
sion monitoring systems
(CEMS) of industries are not
consistent with the compre-
hensiveaction planforair pol-
lution control in the national
capital region (NCR).

While the action plan,
i drafted by CPCB and the Su-
i preme Court-mandated envi-
i ronment pollution control

Emissions exceeding

will be considered a violation,

prescribed standards or norms

Average values decided by CPCB
! iI be used for compliance check

authority (EPCA), underli-
ned that the CEMS data would
be available on an open plat-
form for public scrutiny, the
recent guidelines stated that
the data would be shared con-
tinuously only with the state
and central pollution control
boards for corrective action.
CPCB, in 2014, issued direc-
tions under Section 18(1)b of
the water and air acts toall sta-
te pollution control boards to
direct ‘red-category’, highly
polluting industries (such as
pulp and paper; sugar; cement,

 WHAT THE GUIDELINES FOR CONTINUOUS EMISSION MONITORING SYSTEMS SaY
%) Spikes with duration of

= less than a minute will
be dealt with separately
and not considered for
data averaging

oil refineries and pharma) to
install online emission moni-
toring systems. But complian-
ce was slow, Recently, CPCB di-
rected all such industries in
NCR to install CEMS and con-
nect them to the board’s server
by March 31. CPCB is still in
the process of ensuring comp-
liance to this order,

While the idea behind in-
stalling CEMS is to ensure
that industrial emissions me-
etnormsand are transparent-
lymonitored, lack of transpa-
rency intransmittingthedata

3 Violations will invite
SMS/email from state
pollution control boards,
asking for immediate
feedback on corrective action

Values recorded during

calibration or during
preventive maintenance
will not be considered for
assessing data. Shutting
down of plant will also be
excluded

Parameters required to be monitored
by these systems include particulate
matter (PM), total fluoride, ammonia
(NH3), sulphur dioxide (502), oxides
of nitrogen (NOx), chlorine (CI2), HCI
(hydrochloric acid) and HF (hydro
fluoric acid), TOC (total organic
carbon)/ THC (total hydro carbon)/
VOC (volatile organic carbon),

CO (carbon manoxide)

has been making the compli-
ance difficult, The data of
Sterlite Copper in Tuticorin,
which was closed by the Tamil
Nadu government following
protests, was not in public do-
mainafterits closure, making
itdifficultfor the affected resi.
dentsto verify emission Jevels
from the plant. Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board
(TNPCB) claimed that it was
transmitting the CEMS data
while the plant was open but
the historical data was not in
publicdomain. !

CPCB'’s guidelines empha-
sised on bringing self-discipli-
neintheindustriesratherthan
strict monitoring that CEMS is
supposed to ensure. CEMS, it
said, may be used for “streng.-
thening the monitoring and
compliance through a selfre-
gulatory mechanism.. Efforts
need to be made to bring disci-
pline in the industries to exer-
cise self monitoring and comp-
liance”. The CPCB-empanelled
laboratories will be engaged as
third party agenciesforall acti-
vitiesrelated toinstallation, ca-
libration and validation of the
CEMS data.

“Comprehensive Action
Plan has provided for sharing
of CEMS information with
publicand keep emission data
on an open platform progres-
sively. This is already a law
here. But this point which is
important for transparent
and effective compliance
and monitoring has been mis-
sed out in the new guideli-
nes,” said Anumita Roy
Chowdhury, executive direc-
tor; Centrefor Science and En-
vironment (CSE).



