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New ﬁelhi “Monsoon
may arrive on the south-
ern coast around June 3,

the weather office fore- :

cast on Wednesday;, a late
debut thatwill raise fears
any revival for drought-
hit tracts of southern

{ and western farmland

could be delayed.

“The date of onset of
southwest monsoon over
Kerala is likely to be on
June3,” theIndia Meteor-

olog;egwepa&ment said
_statem

error margfnz o
days, a time framé treat- -
edasnormal.

Last' year, monsoon
hit Kerala four days after

© June 1, the date forecast
h%e her office,and
saasnnhroughtbelew

average rainfall across
the country. :

A poor monsoon
could be bad news for the

i coalition government as

deficient rainfall could
dent hopes for a fast eco-
nomic rebound and reig-

i niteinflation. The weath-

er department said it was
too early to say how the
monsoon would behave
over these states, echoing
caution from food minis-
ter, K V Thomas last
month. reuters
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