New Delhi, May 15

ins a sub-normal
monsoon, summer
sowmghasbegunonamodest
note. Accordingtotheagricul-
tu:thﬁsu-ydata till Friday,
tingof paddy crophas
e]g' y,butthatof sug-
1%.

vation has risen to 1.80 lakh

lakhhectarelastyeanHowev
er, cane coverage dropped to
40.18lakh hectareasof Friday
againstdo 58lakh hectarelast

cropsd moﬁnﬁ%ﬁ&eg

\ thagem:iespmdict-‘

hectaretﬂ.lFridayagainstlS ‘

meamaunderpmm& i

™ than yiognal shower and 33%

progress after that. Moreover,
if the geographical spread of
the showers remains erratic,
along with a lesser rainfall,
sowing would be adversely af-
fected.

. ,Whﬂeanormalmonsoonis
crucial to push the economic
growth, given a weak invest-
ment climate, tepid export
growth and fragile consump-
tion, a Crisil Research note
saysa deficientmonsoon, if it
comes true, could shave off 50
basispointsfrom theagency's
GDP growth forecast of 7.9%
for the current fiscal. Howev-
er, Skymet Weather Services
has predicted a rainfall at

-102% of the long-period aver-

ageand italso does not expect
the El Nifio condition, which

o

ed t  Sumt usu for deficient. is responsible for drought, to

rears 'in excess o 321,000 ' starts around midmay and Though monsoon is ex- playoutthisyear,althoughcli-

/ crore, may beareason forthe  pick upwithmonsoon. pected to hit the Kerala coast  mate researchers abroad are

fall in sugarcane plantation. { Batelaﬁtmonth theIndian onMay30fromwhereitenters predictingan enhanced prob-

Simeémnmérsowmd' ogiaal Department themainland, itsstillunclear  ability of such a dreaded sce-
Qrely started the data'for p&dictedmonsoon how the monsoon will narioin2015.
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