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Kolhapur: A panel of mi-
nisters, led by chief mini-
ster Eknath Shinde, on
Thursday approved the
start of sugarcane crus-
hing in Maharashtrafrom
November 1. State sugar
commissioner Chandra-
kant Pulkundwar gave a
presentationtoinformthe
attendees about the last
crushing season, cultiva-
tion status and estimates
for the upcoming crus-
hing season.

Usually, sugar mills
from the state begin cane
crushing from October 15.
Last year the crushinglas-
ted for nearly four-and-a-
half months due to excess
production of sugarcane.
But this time due to shor-
tage of rainfall in cane
producing regions of the
state, the cultivation has
owing to which produc-
tion is likely todecline.

From the 14.07 lakh
hectares of sugarcane av-
ailable, the mills are ex-
pected to produce 88.85
lakh tonnes of sugar. Last
season, a total of 211 mills
from across Maharashtra
produced 105 lakh tonnes
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Mills in the state are expected
to produce 88.85 lakh tonnes
of sugar this year

of sugar—making the sta-
te the top producingonein
the country.

Industry experts have
claimed that the central
government will have to
maintain fine balance bet-
ween demand and supply
of sugarforthecomingye-
ar. “The Centre may ask
the mills not to convert su-
garcane syrup into etha-
nol and instead prefer mo-
lasses as raw material to
ensure adequate sugar is
available. Production in
the country is expected to
remain less than 300 lakh
tonnes, but by adding car-
ry-over stock, we will have
enough sugar for domes-
tic consumption,” Vijay
Autade, an industry ex-
pertbased in Kolhapur, sa-
id. Lastyeari12lakh tonnes
of sugarcane wasdiverted
for ethanol production.



