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Sugar movement resumes

No shortage of the essential commodity, assures ISMA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

Movement of sugar, which
was disrupted initially when
the countrywide lockdown
was implemented as a pre-
caution against COVID-19,
has resumed.

Dispatches have picked
up in the last four or five
days, according to the In-
dian Sugar Mills’ Association
(ISMA).

The “ISMA has assured
the government that there is
enough sugar with the sugar
mills, and therefore, there
will not be any problem of
availability of this essential
food item for consumers,”
the association said in a
press statement on
Wednesday.

As of March 31, 2020, 457
sugar mills, which started
crushing this season — from
October 2019 to September
2020 — have so far produced
232.74 lakh tonnes of sugar.
This is nearly 64 lakh tonnes

less than what was produced
during the same period last
year.

As many as 186 mills con-
tinued production, mainly
in north India. The mills are
taking efforts to ensure that
wherever there is availability
of sugarcane, it is procured
and crushed so that farmers
do not incur losses. During
the first few days of the lock-
down, there were also con-
cerns about availability of in-
puts such as lime and
sulphur.

The lime quarries and
kilns in Rajasthan were
closed down. This was taken
up with the Rajasthan go-
vernment and there is
smooth availability of all in-
puts now, the ISMA said.



