Gulati looks at
Bihar, eastern UP
for sugar boost
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“Imndia is zetting increas-—
imoly shore of water: Water is
poing to e aconstraint as soie-
Aarcarne s a water-poaerl ey Cli-
maAate chanee is poine to make
it worse. The intensicy of
Aowods and drrowugshis wwowld -
Ccrease. " Asholk Gulati said at
the World Association of Beet
and Camne Growers cCcorder-
enc=. Less than 5% of the

tra—theaeooumntry'sbhipgpest s
ar produacer—and the cane
Ccrop there requires 25 irrigsa-
tlon cycles compared withsew-
en in Teear Pradesh. Watenr

produceivity in Maharashitra
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tees firorm i e to tirme, T e e
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ally betwesnn 199091 2 aArd
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operativves dorminascsed baet by
=011-12. this chaneed signifi-
cantly with private sechor CiOTk-
tribnting the larpest shars of
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The foaod ministry has
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the Rangarajan panel's report
omn derepniating the secbors
The proposal may bhe placesd
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Gulati said kew produacers
suchashMaharashtraand FKar-
nataka will likely face more
drmonegivis dure hial climreate
chanoe and may hawe o shift
o better Wwater ManaEseTrseInt
practices such as drip irriga-
tiomn. Also, water costs in IWia-

in Uttar Pradesh. he said.

Goow it o take call oxy
suear decortraoal
Speakingat theconfersnce,
minister of stame for aoricul-
tuareTarig A nswar said e soonr-
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dom o mills fimorn suapplyvirg
subsidisad suear for state -
welfare programmes as well
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Speaking omn the issuae, Ine-
termational Sugar Organisa.-
tion executive director Peter
Baron said the soomner India
1ifiis ower nImment Cor ol owerr
the sactor, the betber it is for tihe
industry as it would "sernd a
positive sipmnal oo sloxal suear
mAarket”. TIndia is  a wery OoOrTre-
plicated countryv Ewerybods:
speaks atvoat decormntrol baate it
is not that easy for the sowerTe-
ment by take a decision as
DoToWErs”T and Cconsunmmeers” ir-
terests neerd 6o e ta ke irvbo s
cournt.” e sadded.
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*Dry spells to drag sugar output im 2013 - 14"

Meww Deelhi, March 25: India®s sugar prodouction may drop o
22-22%T million tonne inthe rext mar keting year starting
October, atopinduoes try ececu tive said on Monday. Sugar
output is expected to e 24.5-25 million tonme in the current
wear. “it is too early to say, hut we see production falli g to
22 -7 pAT mext year becauvse of drowght in some state=s,"™
Mational Fedeaer ation of Cooperative Sugar Factories
mMmanaging director Winay Kumar said. Separately,

Imter rational Sugar Organisation executive di rector Peter
Baron =aid, “Drowughtin some states is . aconcern. But

wwe are positive about suegar production Cin india» meext
wear.”™ Baron, howewer, didn't prowvide a specific production
forecast for the next season. Farmers in Maharashtra and
Karnataka are yet to start sugarcane planting dwe to dry
=pells insome parts for a second straight year. The
=situation is =o sewvere that the Maharas htra g ower nrment
has decided to sawe water for drinking purposes arnd

fe Buraeaor




