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NewDelhi, April 17:India's
sugar production until mid-
April fell 2% from a year be-
fore with the cane-crushing
season nearing its end,
showed data released by the
Indian Sugar Mills Associa-
tion (ISMA) on Wednesday:

Sugar output in the
world's second-largest pro-
ducer dropped to 24.11 mil-
liontonnebetween October 1
and April 15, compared with
24.57 million tonne from a
year before, according to the
data. As many as 131 of the
520-odd mills are crushing
cane compared with 169 a
year before. The sugarrecov-
ery rate so far stands at
10.11%, down 0.18% from a
year before.

Both the top sugar indus-
try bodies — ISMA and Na-
tional Federation Of Co-op-
erative Sugar Factories
(NFCSF) —have said the
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 BOTH ISMA AND
| THAT SUGAR

NFCSF HAVE SAID

PRODUCTION WILL
LIKELY EXCEED
DEMAND IN THIS
MARKETING YEAR,
KEEPING SUPPLIES
STEADY

willliklely exceed demand in
the current marketing year,
keeping domestic supplies
steady. The countryneeds 22-
23 million tonne for annual
consumption. While the gov-
ernment has projected out-
putat24.5-25million tonnein
2012-13, ISMA and NFCSF
have forecast output at 24.6
million tonne and 24.5 mil-
lion tonne, respectively:
"Maharashtra has pro-
duced 7.91 million tonne of
sugar with 11.38% recovery.
Out of atotal of 170 mills,

nowonly 18 mills are crush-
ing, which will also close by
the end of this month. So
far, sugar production is
down by 7%. Uttar Pradesh
has crushed 79.3 million
tonne of sugarcane to pro-
duce 7.29 million tonne of
sugar, which is about 5%
higher than a year earlier;"
ISMA said.

Mills in Karnataka have
already closed their 2012-13
crushing season with 3.33
million tonne of sugar,
around 10% lower than last

Sugar output down 2%, recovery flat
as crushing nears end

year. Tamil Nadu has pro-
duced 1.47 million tonne of
sugar, around the same level
aslast year. Andhra Pradesh
is currently crushing with
three sugar mills and pro-
duced9.8lakhtonneof sugar
witha9.67% recovery rate.
India's sugar production
may drop to 22-23 million
tonne in the next marketing
year starting October be-
cause of drought in some
states, including Maharash- |
tra, NFCSF managing direc-
tor Vinay Kumar said.
Despite amarginal fall so
far, sugar production has ex-
ceeded consumption, pre-
ventingaflare-upinthecom-
modity's prices this year
following a steady rise until
August on fears that poor
showers in June and July
would hurt cane yield, espe-
ciallyinthebiggestproducer
Maharashtra. Retail sugar
prices, on an average, have
remainedflataround338akg
for some timenow.

§ country's sugar production
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