Sugar shipment surges to
21 lakh tn so far this year

India had exported around
5LT of the sweetener in last
marketing year amid lower
prices in global markets,
which made Indian
shipments uncompetitive

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, May 13

THE COUNTRY'S SUGAR exports
surged to 21.29 lakh tonne so far in the
current marketing year ending Septem-
ber, as against about five lakh tonne
shipped in the entire 2017-18,industry
datashowed on Monday.

Out of the 21.29lakh tonne exported
between October 1 and April 6, raw sugar
accounted for9.76 lakh tonne, the All
India Sugar Trade Association (AISTA)
said in astatement.

Another 7.241akh tonne of sugar isin
the export pipeline, it added.

“Total sugar export contract so faris
around 30lakhtonne, out ofwhich 28.53
lakh tonne has been dispatched from
mills,” AISTA CEO RP Bhagria told PTL.

India had exported around five lakh
tonne of the sweetener in the last mar-
keting year amid lower prices in the
global markets, which made Indian ship-

ments uncompetitive.

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Somalia,
Afghanistan and Iran are the major
export destinations,AISTA added.

The Centre has asked mills to export
50 lakh tonne of sugarin 2018-19 mar-
keting year (October-September) to lig-
uidate the surplusstock.

The government is providingvarious
incentives to boost sugar exports.

India’s sugarproductionis estimated
toriseatrecord 330lakh tonnein2018-
19 marketing year from 325 lakh tonne
in the previous year.
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Mills contract to
export three
million tonne of
sugar, says AISTA

INDIAN SUGAR MILLS have con-
tracted to export 3 million tonne of
sugar since the current marketing
season began on October 1,a leading
tradebodysaid on Monday. Mills have
already shippedout 2.1 million tonne
of the sweetener, Praful Vithalani,
president of the All India SugarTrade
Association, told Reuters. Mills have
exported almost an equal amount of
rawandwhite sugarforwhich thetop
four destinations are Bangladesh,
Iran, Sri Lankaand Somalia, Vithalani
said. Prime MinisterNarendra Modi’s
cabinet latelast yearapprovedincen-
tivesto encourage money-losing mills
to export at least 5 million tonne of
sugar in the 2018-19 season to help
prop up local prices by trimming
bulging stocks. —REUTERS

The country has surplus stock as
annualdomestic demand isaround 260
lakhtonneand millsare carryinga huge
stock from the previous yearas well.
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