NewDelhi, June11:Sugar

outputinthecountryispro-
jected to drop by 10% to
22 million tonne (mt) in the

2013-14 marketing year

starting October, mainly
due to lower sugarcane out-
put in drought-affected
states, food minister K V
Thomas said today.

Sugar production in the
next year would be just
enough to meet the annual
demand of 22 mt. But there
wouldnotbeanyproblemin
sugar supply as the country
would have good quantity of
carryover stock, he said.

Sugar production of In-
dia, the world’s second
largest producer and
biggestconsumer, intheon-
going 2012-13 marketing
year (October-September)
is pegged at 24.5 mt and
couldeven reach 25 mt.

“As per the agriculture
ministry’s estimate, sugar
production is expected to.
be down by 10% in the 2013-
14  marketing year,”
Thomas said.

The sugar production is
estimated lower as sugar-
caneoutputislikely tobeaf-
fected, especially in
drought-hit Maharashtra
and Karnataka, he added.
Thelatestestimateonsugar
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that there has been
demand from the sugar in-
dustry, but no decision has
yetbeen taken.
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