‘Sugar output may
seeadipin 2012-13°
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New Delhi, Oct 9 India, the
world's second-largest sugar pro-
ducer, islikely to produce23. 5mil-
lion to 24 million tonnes of sugar
inthemarketing vearthat started
October 1, agriculture minister
Sharad Pawar said on Tuesday

India produced 262 million
tonnes sugarin2011-12, compared
to a demand of around 22 million
tonnes. Poor monsoon in key sug-
ar-producing statesof Maharash-
tra and Karnataka in June and
Julyhashurtthe canecrop.

Last week, food minister KV
Thomas had said the country
would at least produce 23 million
tonnes of sugar in 2012-13, and
there were chances of better out-

putaswell ThelndianSugarhills
Association (ISMA) has projected
sugar output for 2012-13 at 24 mil-
lion tonnes while another key in-
dustry body, the National
Federation of Co-operative Sugar
Factories haspegpeditat 24 5mil-
lion tonnes,

Despite the expected fall in out-
put, sugar supplies would still ex-
ceed consumption, preventing any
irrational spike in prices, which
have risen by more than 15% since
Julyonfears that poorrainfall would
hurtcaneyvield, Thomassaid.

According to ISMA, sugar
stocks at thestart of the next mar-
keting vear are estimated at 6mil-
lion tonne from 5.5 million tonne
in the previous yvear, thanks to
higherproduction in2011-12.



