Oz, India to collaborate to improve sugarcane varieties

Melbourne, April 29 (PTI):
Indian and Australian scien-
tists will be conduct joint re-
search to help accelerate
gains in sugarcane breeding
and variety development.
The project will identify
genetic markers for cane
yield, sugar content, drought
tolerance and red rot resis-
tance in sugarcane varieties,
using sophisticated biotech-
nology. The project is an out-
come of anewgrant that was
recently announcedas partof
the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’'s Australia-India
Strategic Research Fund
(AISRF). “The grant allowed
for a partnership between
Sugar Research Australia
(SRA) and the Sugarcane
Breeding Institute in Coim-

batore, India,” said SRACEQ
Neil Fisher

“Establishing  partner-
ships with leadingsugarcane
breeding mstitutions over-
seasisacriticalaspectof con-
tinuing to improve the Aus-
tralian sugarcane variety
development programme
whichisrun by SRA, " Fisher
said. "India is the second
largestproducerof raw sugar
inthe world and isan impor-

tant country for Australia to
collaborate with. This re-
search partnership has enor-
mous potential for both coun-
tries.”

It builds on previous in-
vestment made by the Aus-
tralian sugar industry in de-
veloping this technology
jointly by SRA, CSIRO, and
Syngenta. “The results will
be used todetermine waysto
accelerate gainsin sugarcane
breeding, as well start mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation
forsugarcane improvement,"
Fishersaid.

“The SRA breeding pro-
grammeis SRA's largestarea
of investment on behalf of
our investors. Projects such
asthisfitintoamuchbroader
spectrumof researchlooking

for continued improvement
in sugarcane breeding, and
ultimately for the delivery of
improved varieties for grow-
ersandmillers.

“Use of cutting edge tech-
nologies will help our re-
searchers explore new
ground in improving sugar-
cane varieties,” [Fisher
added. The AISRFhelps Aus-
tralian researchers to partici-
pate with Indian scientistsin
leading-edge scientific re-
search and workshops.

The AISRF is Australia’s
largest fund dedicated to bi-
lateral research with any
country and one of India’s
largestsources of supportfor
international science. The
project is being awarded A$
644,000through AISRF. PT1
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