India likely to escape
severe drought next
year on weak El Nino
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Eochi, Sept 20: India may
paCApe 4 severse drought in
the coming vear with ex-
perts forecasting a weak E1
MNino. Most of the major
droughts inIndia have been
associated with strong El
Ninos, PV Joseph, former
director, India Meteorolog-
ical Department, and
Prof Emeritus at Cochin
University of Science and
Technology told FE. A
strong El Nino, essentially
awarming of waters in the
equatorial Pacific Ocean,
can cause widespread
drought in Australia, parts
of Africa, Southeast Asia
and India, tut also bring
rains to other parts of
the globe.

“MNational Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion{MOAA)Of TISA taking
intoaccount thedevel oping
scenario intheatmosphere
and ocean over Pacific re-
gion and the output of pre-
dictions from Dynamical
and Statistical models have
forecast a weak El Nino to
begin in September, and
last till February 2013, Gen-
erally El Ninos begin in
May-June, reach maxi-
mum phase in December-
January and die in March-

Aprilof thefollowing year,”
Joseph said.

“50 far the expected El
Nino has not set in, we are
gtill inm El Nino neutral
state. But scientists are ex-
pecting the El Nino condi-
tions to begin in a month or
two,” he added.

India was passing
through a La Nina condi-
tion during the monsoon of
2011.The La Nina is a cool-
ing of the tropical Pacific
Orcean and the last one had
broughtdroughtlike condi-
tioms in Argentina and
Brazil and flooded planta-
tions in Thailand and
MMalaysia. The monsoon of
2011 was exceptional with
92% of India receiving nor-
mal orexcessrainfall.

The current MmMonsoOon,
which began in the neutral
phaseafter La Mina, has re-
couped the initial deficit
andis currently onlyv 5% be-
low normal. In June and .Ju-
1y rainfall was well below
normal and all India rain-
fall deficiency reached mi-
nus 2% . The situation pro-
gressively improved from
thebeginning of August.

India was in the EIl
Nino phase during the
monsoon of 2009 and the
shortfall from normal was
almost 22 % .



