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The BJP-led state government
. decided in a cabinet meeting
~on Tuesday that compensa-
~tion to farmers affected by
‘hailstorm and unseasonal
~rains will be given before
~January 26.

' The recompense is applica-
i ble to all land- holdmg farm-
.ers. Those owning big plots
~will get a compensation for

one hectare of affected land

~only: farmers with non-irri-
gated land will get Rs4,500,
those with irrigated land will
get Rs9,000, and Rs12,000 for
orchard farmers. Those af-
fected who own less than one
hectare will get Rs1,000.

Sunil Tatkare, state NCP
president, told dna that the
government had declared the
ompensation per hectare in
winter session in Nagpur.
as as follows: Rs5,000 for
npn-lrmgated land, Rs10,000
for irrigated land, and
Rs15,000 for orchards.

“What they are giving us
now is totally different and
lesser than the amounts de-
clared in the House. It is noth-
ing but cheating farmers with
a cruel joke. With this, the

‘Afarm in Nashik where the crop

@ Ilstonn l year

farmers will not be able
anything. When we

_power that time, we gave com-“ ter Devendra Fadnavis sa

pensation on time and that to
at least for two hectares,” ggxd
Tatkare.
The state govermﬁﬁnt had
already disbursed | 52,000
crore toregional co%mssm‘n’-
ers: Rs386.62 crore for Nashik
d1v151on, RsT. Sﬁ%rore for
Pune, Rs845.55 crore for Au-

rangabad, Rs500,93 crore for -

Amaravati, and Rs259.40 crore
for Nagpur division. \
“The regional commission-
ers have disbursed this money
to the respective tehsil in-
charge, and by January 26, the
compensation will be directly

‘under the Prime M1mster s

of the farmers,” chief mini

He added that bank a
counts will be opened for
farmers who do not have an;

Jan Dhan Yojana. “Money
be deposited in their accounts
soon,” Fadnavis sa
- In December, mgst cr

including of grape, mang
banana ete, were badly hzg

untimely rain and hailsto

in the 20 districts of the s
The Congress and National-

ist Congress Party had eriti-

cised the government for de-

laying aid to the farmers and

even threatened agitation if it

' asn’t handed out soon.

Nansaheb Patil, president
Shetkari Kruti Samiti, wel-

ed the government’s deci-
on but said the compensa-
on for orchards was not
ough to set them up again.
e said to raise grapes, the
cost goes beyond Rs2 lakh per
d the government is
gwmgus Rs12,000. We will not
even be able to buy new seeds
with this. The government is
rubbing salt on the wounds of
farmers, who are shattered by
the financial crisis and unfa-
vourable weather. It is the gov-
ernment’s responsibility to
help the farmers so they can
restart the work,” Patil said.
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