India, Brazil
begin talks to
resolve sugar

dispute at WTO

New Delhi: India and Brazil
have started talks to mutually
resolve a sugar-related trade
dispute at the World Trade
Organisation (WTQ).

As part of the solution, Bra-
zll may share ethanol produc-
tion technology with New Del-
hi, an official said. Brazil, who
isthelargest producerof sugar-
cane and ethanol in the world,
1s also a leader 1n the technolo-
oy used for ethanol production.

“Afew rounds of talks have
been held as partof ourefforts
to resolve the dispute. Brazil
is saying that they will share
with us technology for etha-
nol (production). It is a positi-
vething,” an official said.

Ethanol is used to blend
with oil to power vehicles. The
use of ethanol — extracted
from sugarcane, broken rice
and other agricultural produ-
ce — will help India in cutting
1ts reliance on overseas ship-
ments for meetingitsoil needs,
which currently stand at 85
percent of imports. It also cuts
carbon emissions, and there is
a target of 20 percent ethanol
blended petrol by 2025.

India would also have to of-
fer something as part of the
mutually agreed solution tore-
solve the dispute at the Gene-
va-based multi-lateral body.
Brazil is the largest producer
and exporter of sugar in the
world. India is the world’s se-
cond-largest producer. Acencies



