Sugar Export
Restrictions
Extended
Beyond Oct 31

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The government has
extended restrictions on export
of all varieties of sugar — raw,
white, refined and organic — be-
yvond October 31 owing to domes-
tic production concerns because
of aweak monsoon.

At present, sugar is on the rest-
ricted list till October 31. Howe-
ver, the food ministry has been al-
lowing the industry to export cer-
tain quantities depending upon
availability. “Restriction on ex-
port of sugar (raw sugar, white
sugar, refined sugar and organic
sugar) is extended beyond Octo-
ber 31, 2023. Other conditions will
remainunchanged,” said a Direc-
torate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) notifica-
tion on Wednesday.

However, it said
these restrictions

will not be applicab-
Indiaisthe ]e to sugar being ex-
highest ported to the Euro-
producer pean Union and the
andsecond US under CXL and
largest tariff rate quota
exporter (TRQ) concessions.

ofsugarin A specified amount
the world of sugar is exported
to these regions at lower tariffs.

India is the highest producer and
the second largest exporter of su-
gar in the world. However, there
have been concerns about the im-
pact of the weakest monsoon in fi-
Ve years on sugarcane crops in the
major producing states of Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka, pro-
mpting the government to curb ex-
port of sugar this season.

Whileretail pricesof sugarare
under control, ex-mill and who-
lesale prices have gone up, pro-
mpting the government to take
measures for the benefit of con-
sumers.

Of the estimated sugar produc-
tionof 31milliontonnes(mt)inthe
current year, 27 mt is expected to
berequired for domestic consump-
tion as sweetener and 4.5 mt for et-
hanol production.



