NOT SO SWEET

Drought shadow over Maha cane season

NANDA KASABE
Pune, October 22

MAHARASHTRA'S SUGAR SEASON for
2018-19 started with 30 cane crushing
licences being issued. Factories in the
drought-hit Marathwada region, however,
arenotamongthese.

“The situation is pretty bad. Initially, a
lot of wateris required to start the the fac-
tories andthere isnowaterin Marathwada
due to drought. The factories are currently
making water arrangement by deploying
water tankers and full fledged operations
are likely to commence after November1,”
BB Thombre, president, Western India
Sugar Mllls Association (WISMA) said.

Marathwadaregion has some 76 facto-
ries and these were earlieraffected due to
disputewith transportation and harvesting
workers who demanded higher wages.
Thombre said that the matterhassubsided
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sinceworkers alsowantwork.

“Thequality ofthecropin theregionhas
sufferedduetolowrains. Thecaneis
and recovery could be affected. Initially we
had estimated that about 10-15% of the
crop would be affected but now the situa-
tion has worsen and nearly 35-40% of the
crop could be hit,"he said.

Maharashtra Sugar Commissioner
SambhajiKadu Patilsaidaround 194 facto-
ries had applied for crushing licenses. The
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licenses are expected to be issued in a
phased mannerafter scrutiny.

Nearly 26 sugar factoriesin thestateare
yet to clear Fair and Remunerative Price
duesworth ¥176 crore owed tocane farm-
ers. Of the 194 factories to seek licenses,
100 are cooperative factories and 94 are
private mills. Around 169 mills have ful-
filled all the necessary criteria for getting
the crushinglicenses.

Maharashtra’scanearrearsarelessthan
1% of its total dues to farmers. Of the 26
factories, 14 have paid up to 95% of their
dues. Only seven factories have paid less
than 90% of theirdues.

Although initially it was estimated that
1,049 lakh tonnes of cane will be crushed,
the commissioner said he could not com-
mit toany final crushing figures because of
the attackof'Humni'on canein someparts
of thestateand the impact of thediseaseis
yettobeascertained.

(exo))



