Eyeing bio-diesel, govt may exempt
used cooking oil from import duty

New Delhi, Feb 10: Toen-
courage use of alternative
fuel. thegovernment iscon-
templating withdrawing
import duty on used cook-
ing oil for conversion into
bio-diesel, which will help
curb pollution, Union min-
ister Nitin Gadkari saidon
Wednesday

Moreover, the bio-diesel
obtained from such oil
would alsobe cheaperby 37
(per litre) than the petrole-
um diesel, the minister
said.

“ThavetalkedtoNirmala
Sitharaman (minister of
commerce and industry).
The (cooking)oil isdiscard-
edinwasteafter frying once
globally Thatoilisavailable
onlargescalein theworld.

“We willbe withdrawing
(import) duties on that oil,

Union minister Nitin Gadkari said the
bio-diesel obtained from used cooking
oil would be cheaper by X7 per litre than

the petroleumdiesel

If that oil comes in the
countrythenbio-dieselwill
be made from it.” road
transport and shipping
minister Gadkari said
while addressing Global
Partnership Summit on
Smart Cities by industry
body Assocham.
Hefurthersaidthat“bio-
diesel is cheaper by 34 than
petroleum diesel but when
we will withdraw duty, it
will be cheaper by37."”
Vehicles running with
alternative fuel not only
pollute less but could also

be manufactured easily, he
said citing the example of
Brazil.

In Brazil majority of ve-
hicles have tanks in which
both kinds of fuel could be
accommodated, Gadkari
added.

The minister also urged
farmers from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Maharash-
tra, Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka to switch to ethanol
productionfromsugarcane
to reap rich dividends as
well as contribute towards
minimising pollution.

There is also plan to ruan
100 buses on ethanol and
cost effective electric cars
are also on anvil as ISRO
scientists were developing
lithium-ionbatteryatacost
of barely 35 to 6 lakh in-
stead of global 355 lakh to
power buses, he informed.

A study is also in final
stages to bury heaps of
garbage under highways
and expressways to be con-
structed tominimise pollu-
tion, hesaid.

Discussing other mea-
sures to curb pollution,
Gadkari said 1% of the
highways  construction
cost has been allocated for
greening of highways and
under the plan 31,500 crore
out of ¥1.5 lakh highway
contracts were earmarked
for plantation, PTI

: THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS =z’

February 2016

epaper.financialexpress.com



