Maha Puts Curbs
on Cane Supply
to Other States
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Pune: The Maharashtra govern-
ment has restricted sugarcane
farmers from selling their produ-
ce outside the state in a bid to en-
sure that there is enough cane for
the state’s mills to run at maxi-
mum capacity.

Erratic rainfall has led to a dro-
ught-like situation in Maharash-
tra, the country’s second-largest
sugar producer, and it is likely to
see a bigdrop in sugarcane vield.

Lower availability of cane leads
to competition among sugar fac-
tories for the crop, resulting in
mills poaching cane in each
other's jurisdiction. Farmers
prefertosell sugarcane
to the mills that pay
higher prices.

The Maharashtra Sta-
te Cooperative Sugar Factories Fe-
deration, also known as Sakhar
Sangh. had written to the state go-
vernment on the need to take mea-
sures to ensure availability of su-
garcane for the state’s sugar mills.
“Theco-operativesugar millsfrom
the state are likely to face an acute
shortage of sugarcane, which can
reduce number of days for which
they can operate,” said Sakhar
Sangh in a letter to the govern-
ment. “This can result in losses
for mills.”




