Centre to formulate policies on
alternative fuels, says Gadkari
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New Delhi, Feb 27: The
Centreplansto preparepoli-
cies for promoting the pro-
duction and usage of alter-
native fuels such as ethanol
and methanol, aimed at
pruning the country’sannu-
al %6 lakh-crore crude im-
ports bill by at least31lakh
crore per year using agro
wastes.

Draft policies on the two
fuels would be prepared by
the petroleum ministry for
approval of the Cabinet,
Union road transport and
highways minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Monday.

Followingameeting with
his petroleum counterpart
DharmendraPradhan, Gad-
kari said, if second-genera-
tion ethanol can be pro-
duced from bamboo, cotton
straw, wheat straw, rice
strawand bagassetc, itcould
lead to creation of 25 lakh
rural jobs and establish-
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ment of 1,500-2,000 industry
units, mostlyin villages.
“Production of ethanol
derived from molasses is
barely 119 crore litres now
against the minimum re-
quirement of 450-500 crore
litres. We get hardly 3%
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ethanolwhereas wecanmix
22% in petrol. So, thereisa
shortage of 19%.,” Gadkari
said,addingthat the petrole-
umministrywilltake up the
taskasa mission.

The minister said that
setting up of the industrial
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units would also help thwart
rural people's migration to
urban areas forjobs.

Since coal production is
also in surplus now, plans
areon to produce methanol
from the dry fuel as well. A
policy on this would also be
prepared by the petroleum
ministry, hesaid.

The transport minister
further said that the gov-
ernment is also making it
mandatory for all trucks
contracted by various de-
partments like the FCI, pe-
troleum and mines etc., to
carry electronic toll tags
foreasierpassageat the toll
plazas.

The petroleum ministry
has already moved in this
direction with its 46,000
POLtrucksusing FASTags
while LPG trucks being in
the process of acquiring
suchtags. Sourcessaidato-
tal of 3,42,500 FASTags
have beenissuedtill Febru-
ary 25.
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