G20 ethanol spinoff: This time for Africa

Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda keen to replicate India's ethanol blending, biogas initiatives

SUBHAYAN (HAKRABORTY
New Delhi, 19 September

Close on the heels of its historic
outreachto African nations and the
successful launch of the Global Biofuel
Alliance (GBA), India will soon
welcome delegations from countries
like Kenya, Tanzania, and Ugandawho
are keen to replicate India’s ethanol
blending and biogas initiatives, senior
officials from the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas have confirmed.

Launched onthesidelines of the
recent Group of Twenty (G20) summit,
the GBA aims to reshape the global
landscape and expedite the uptake of
biofuels worldwide, set standards for
biofuel, expand the size of formal
biofuel markets, and better map
demand and supply.

Apart from G20 member South
Africa, non-G20 nations like Kenyaand

CATCHING THE FOREIGN EYE

Indian initiatives promoting
alternative fuels are gaining
traction

643 waste-to-wealth plants

set up under GOBARdhan
scheme

¥880 crore approved for

6 commercial 2G ethanol plants
under PM JI-VAN scheme

I46 compressed biogas plants
built under SATAT scheme
11.7% ethanol blending
achieved sofar

Sorrces PI8

Ugandaalsomadeup the list of 19
signatory nations.
"Faced with increasing o1l import

hills fora growing population, both
these nations have shown keen interest
inadopting ethanol blending in petrol

fortransportation after learning about
the benefits and success of India’s
programme,” said a senior official.

The visiting teams will interact with
oil-marketing companies (OMCs) and
other stakeholdersduring their
upcoming visit, an official said. While
in India, the countries may alsosign
government-to-government
memoranda of understanding on
collaboration and information sharing
with Indian agencies and OMCs, he
added. Officials said talks on finalising
the visit areat an advanced stage.

“In countries like Kenya, ethanolis
already being used as a cooking fuel.
Ethanol with 93 percent purity is
imported by Kenva from Brazil and
used for cooking purposesand is
marketed by Gandhinagar-based
KOKO Networks. Thecompany has1
million customers in Kenva,” another
official said. Turn to Page 31



