GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NQ. 1171
TO BE ANSWERED ON 167" AUGUST, 2013

AVAILABILITY OF CANE FOR SUGAR PRODUCTION

1171, SHRIMOHD. ALT KITAN:
SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAL

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD» AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION TUHERT 4197dl, @rel A arduifies fasmer @ be pleased to state:

(&) whether droughl aml diversion of cane as fodder have reduced eane availability for
sugar produciion,

(b if so, the details thereof and the present status thereol; and

(e} the corrective steps being laken so far?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE {(INDEPENDENT CHARGE} FOR CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(PRAF. K.Y. THOMAS)

{a) & (h): The Cane Crmmissioncrs of Maharashtra and Karnataks bave reported
reduction in sugarcane availababily lor sugar production during 2012-13 sugar season due to
drought and diversion of cane as fodder in their States. The Cane Commissioner of Tarnil
Nadu has also reported reduction in the sugarcans availability for sugar production due fu the
drought condition. As per 4 Advance estimates of the Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation, released in July, 2013, the production of sugarcane 15 cstumated at 3389.63 lac
tons for 201213 sugar scason as against 3610.37 lac tons of sugarcane prduction during the
last sugar season 2011-12.

{£):  The Cane commissioner, Government of Maharashtra has informad that in order to
improve the productivity ol sugareane, they are encouraging the sugar mills 1o promote drip
irrigation system for sugarcane crop through the farmers and to bring 100% area under drip
irngation during next 3-4 vears, The Cane Commmssiencr, Government of Karnataka has
reponcd that it is extendine 73% subsidy fo adopt drip irrigation ia sugarcane. Further, the
State Agoculture Universitics and Institutes are disseminating the available technolegies to
improve the cane under water scarcity condilions. In the State of Tamnl Nadu, drought
management practices, drip irrigation and Sustainable Sugarcane Initiative are belny practiesd
as corrcelive easures. Further, the Central Government provides concessional loans te sugar
mills from Sugar Development Fund {SDI) for suparcane development including better
irigation facilities, nnproved sesd varelies, raloom management ete.
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